
Every Student Celebrated | Every Student Prepared

JUNE
Thursday, June 12

Governing Board Meeting

6 – 8pm

Mingus High School Library

JULY
Thursday, July 10

Governing Board Meeting

6 – 8pm

Mingus High School Library

Monday, July 21st
thru

Friday, July 25th

REGISTRATION

*see page 2 for more details

Wednesday, July 30th

Freshman Day

1st day of school for 9th Grade

Thursday, July 31st

First day for all students 

'25-'26 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR

Dear Mingus Families,

Summer Dates to Remember

 SUMMER
2025   MINGUS MATTERSMINGUS MATTERS PAGE 1 

https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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        Today’s
          families are

         busy, and
there’s always

something happening!
Sync your family 

schedule with ours
to avoid missing

important testing
dates and events

when planning
vacations & doctor

appointments .
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Welcome letter & registration

information will be sent out by July 18th. 

This is ONLY for students who are already

registered or pre-registered at Mingus, includes  8  th

grade students that participated in Marauder for a Day

COMMUNITY  
 CALENDAR

Monday, July 21st: 9am-3pm

Open to ALL students

Tuesday, July 22nd: 9am-3pm

Open to ALL students

Wednesday, July 23rd: 12pm-6pm

Open to ALL students

During Registration Week ALL students

will be taking their picture for their IDs,

will be able to pay their fees, pick up

books and parents will be able to sign the

2025-2026 forms needed for the new

school year, such as the Free and Reduced

Lunch form, Directory Permissions,

Handbook Acknowledgement, Technology

Use Agreement, Contact Information

Verification, and the McKinney

Vento Questionnaire. 
These forms need to be updated

each school year.

                 *New Students need to      complete the enrollment packet 
online through the Mingus website. They
will need to provide proof of address, a

copy of their birth certificate, and a copyof their vaccination records to beenrolled as a Mingus student.Thursday, July 24th: 9am-3pmOpen to *NEW Students ONLYFriday, July 25th: 9am-12pmOpen to *NEW Students ONLY*New Students are students who are not
registered or pre-registered at MUHS.

'25 - '26 REGISTRATION
'25 - '26 REGISTRATION
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From all the staff @
Mingus Union High School,
we hope you all have an 
amazing Summer break!
We can't wait to see

you all next year!

From all the staff @
Mingus Union High School,
we hope you all have an 
amazing Summer break!
We can't wait to see

you all next year!

          🎉Congratulations to Our Marauder finalists and winners!🎉
 

                            Grand Prize Winner Stand With Me, Be Drug Free poster contest
                       Asher McFarland

                    3rd Place Winner Stay Healthy Essay Contest
                    Sienna Amodeo

                  Honorable Mentions
              Aeva Colvin   |    Li l ly Reyes   |    Dia Oskar

                Rachel Rudeat   |    Mitchell  Gorden   |    Fiona Jackson

Your creativity,  passion,  and positive messages truly inspire.
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David Beery
Principal

David Beery
Principal

Kenzie FangmanKenzie Fangman

Mr. Beery has been at Mingus since 2014 and is our current Principal. Dave

has taught economics, U.S. government and psychology  and also held the 

position of head varsity boys’ basketball coach, where he won Coach of the

Year in 2016, and assistant girls’ basketball coach. 

Mr. Beery received a bachelor’s degree in psychology and a bachelor’s 

degree in history from Montana State University in Bozeman. 

 When asked about what led him to teaching he says, “I never would've believed I'd work in a school when I

was growing up. I started working as a middle school coach and realized I really enjoyed working with kids

pretty quick. I went back to school to become a teacher, moved into coaching and teaching at the high school

level and now I'm here.” His fellow co-workers describe him as a levelheaded, supportive and responsive

leader who has worked hard in this first year as Principal to unify staff and make the business of learning

important to our Marauder students.  When it comes to motivating students, David tries to equate it to a job...

if you're showing up to work, you're getting paid. If you show up to school and don't earn a passing grade--it's

like showing up to work and punching in and out but not getting a paycheck. 

In his limited free time, he enjoys time with his family and likes to get outdoors to play pickleball or kayak.
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Kenzie is a very hardworking and dedicated Senior. Kenzie is currently the 

Mingus Union High School Senior Class Vice President and the MUHS Varsity 

Swim Captain. Involvement is Kenzie’s highest priority and it shows in the many 

roles she holds and has held throughout her high school career. Kenzie was the 

23/24 Junior Class President, 22/23 Student Council Secretary and Treasurer and 

21/23 Class Representative. She holds down a job, takes and succeeds in high level classes, and is also an

active member of MUHS National Honor Society, MUHS Interact Club and MUHS Bring Change 2 Mind Club

member and most recently participated in Unified Volleyball. She does this all and has a great attitude, taking

things as they come and has big plans for her future (University of North Carolina at Charlotte).  Dedicated,

enthusiastic, and humble, are words her teachers use to describe her.

 When she does find spare time, she enjoys reading, shopping, working out and going on hikes. If she could go

back in time and talk to herself as a freshman, she would say, “Stay focused but don’t forget to have fun!”

Kenzie is a very hardworking and dedicated Senior. Kenzie is currently the 

Mingus Union High School Senior Class Vice President and the MUHS Varsity 

Swim Captain. Involvement is Kenzie’s highest priority and it shows in the many 

roles she holds and has held throughout her high school career. Kenzie was the 

23/24 Junior Class President, 22/23 Student Council Secretary and Treasurer and 

21/23 Class Representative. She holds down a job, takes and succeeds in high level classes, and is also an

active member of MUHS National Honor Society, MUHS Interact Club and MUHS Bring Change 2 Mind Club

member and most recently participated in Unified Volleyball. She does this all and has a great attitude, taking

things as they come and has big plans for her future (University of North Carolina at Charlotte).  Dedicated,

enthusiastic, and humble, are words her teachers use to describe her.

 When she does find spare time, she enjoys reading, shopping, working out and going on hikes. If she could go

back in time and talk to herself as a freshman, she would say, “Stay focused but don’t forget to have fun!”

PAGE 4

  MINGUS MATTERSMINGUS MATTERS

https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar


Science

Career & Technical
Education

Male Athlete Female Athlete
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English & Liturature Social Studies Foreign Language

CHARACTER   COUNTS

Pursing Victory
with Honors

Performing & Visual Arts

Mathematics

Physical Education

Advancement Via
Individual Determination

MARAUDER of  the MONTHMARAUDER of  the MONTH
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Female Athlete of the Year ~ Madison LusebrinkFemale Athlete of the Year ~ Madison Lusebrink

                                           I am nominating Maddy Lusebrink for athlete of the year for the 2024-2025 school year. I have had
the privilege to know Maddy over the last four years as a student and as her Flag Football coach. Maddy is an amazing young
lady who is dedicated, focused and one of the hardest-working individuals I know. Maddy strives to be the best individual she

can be in every aspect of her life. I firmly believe that this will lead her to many successes in her future as she moves on to
the next stage. Maddy is just as dedicated on the football field, softball field, weight room, as she is in the classroom. Maddy

carries a 4.1 GPA, 12th in her class and is an academic letterman. Maddy has been female athlete of the month Jan. 2025, 2nd
team all-region in softball 2024, MVP varsity softball 2024, 2nd team all-region flag football 2024, offensive player of the year

flag football, all tourney at The Faith Moore memorial, welding club, link crew, and health awareness volunteer, to name a
few things, making her a very well-rounded individual. Mingus' aspirations for our student athletes are to produce well

rounded, contributing members of society that value hard work, goal setting and strive to be the best version of themselves
possible. Maddy Lusebrink embodies all these values. Maddy brings out the best among others, her hard work ethic,

positivity and support towards her teammates is seen on and off the field. She is a positive and motivating role model. As an
athlete and individual, Maddy exceeds in determination, commitment and perseverance, which is no doubt in relation to the

incredible support of her family. Rain or shine, her family is there coaching and cheering her on. Her character is, in no
doubt, a product of her environment. Maddy is a Marauder for Life, and we have been so fortunate to see this young athlete

grow into such an amazing woman.

Male Athlete of the Year ~ Xzayvier BucknerMale Athlete of the Year ~ Xzayvier Buckner

 I have had the absolute pleasure of coaching Xzayvier the past 4 years on the Varsity baseball team.
I have seen him grow from a small, quiet freshman, to a strong and confident young man. He carries himself with 

confidence and there is not a single person at Mingus that he wouldn’t lend a helping hand to. He is somebody that many
younger players and kids look up to because of how he goes about his everyday life and also he plays the game of baseball.

He is an exceptional young man, to go along with being an elite athlete here at Mingus.
Now for his athletic accomplishments: Xzayvier is one of the most decorated baseball players that Mingus Baseball has 

EVER had. Xzayvier was a 4 year starter on the varsity level as a catcher. In his 4 years in our program he has been a 1st Team
All-Region Selection EVERY YEAR, a 2 TIME AZBCA ALL-STATE Selection, and a 2 TIME GRAND CANYON REGION DEFENSIVE
PLAYER OF THE YEAR WINNER. He has been recognized 4 years in a row as the one of the 9 best players in our region, 2

times he has been recognized as the most vital and important defender in our region, and 2 times he has been recognized as
one of the best 2 catchers in the entire 4A conference in the state of Arizona. 4X 1st Team All-Region, 2X DPOY, and 2X All-
State is incredible for any sport. In 4 years for Mingus his career stats are as follows: Career Average: .426 130 Hits 66 RBI’s

18 Doubles 15 Triples 4 Homeruns Xzayvier is also a solid student athlete as well, carrying a 3.2 GPA in his high school career.
Once Xzayvier graduates he will attend Gateway Community College on a baseball scholarship to continue his career. There

are a lot of great male athletes here at Mingus, but Xzayvier deserves to be Athlete of the Year due to his numerous
accomplishments over the years, his character is just a bonus. 

Male Athlete

Female Athlete

~ Coach Moncibaez

2025 Athletes of the Year2025 Athletes of the Year
Both athletes were awarded with a plaque on Senior Honors Night.

~ Coach Quesada

~ Coach Figy

Madison is a 4 year Mingus Softball player, earning her Varsity letter as a freshmen. Her primary position was at catcher,
which is where she spent most of her time. However, she was a utility player and did play shortstop, second, and even spent
some time at first base. As a Senior, Madison was a Captain and a true leader of her team. Her teammates commented that

they did not know what our team would be like without her. Madison was honored with the Moore Than Just an Athlete
award at the Faith Moore Tournament this year. She also earned Second Team All Region honors and was our team MVP. She
led our team in fielding percentage at .933 with the least errors on defense. She played in all 22 games, only one of 3 players
to do so this year. She ended the season with a .310 batting average, she was second on the team with 22 hits, third on the
team with a .507 slugging percentage. She also led our team in runs scored with 28. Her impact was unmatched for more

than just her stats and she is beyond deserving of Mingus Union Athlete of the Year honor. 
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Unified Sports Athlete of the Year ~ Annie WalkerUnified Sports Athlete of the Year ~ Annie Walker

                                                       I would like to nominate Annie for this award because beginning of season she was so hesitant 
                                                   to even  play volleyball. But with encouragement from her coaches, teammates, and mom, she          
                                          ended up shining bright this season. At the beginning Annie could not make the ball over the net while     

                                       serving, but by the end of the season she was killing it every serve. She did not give up regardless of 
      winning or losing, she was so determined and such a hard worker at that. ~ Coach Ramirez

M

ingus UnionM

ingus Union

U n i f i e d
v o l l e y b a l l

U n i f i e d
v o l l e y b a l l

Sports Registration for 2025-26 is now available!
Stop by the front office to pick up your athletic packet or visit

www.mingusunion.com/athletics
You must be cleared by the Athletic Dept in order to participate in sports.

The following steps need to be submitted:
Family ID online registration needs to be created
and/or renewed for the 2025/2026 school year. 
Concussion course and Opioid course needs to be
completed through the AIA online academy
All athletes need to turn in their 2025/2026 AIA sports
physical evaluation form completed and signed.
Visit our website www.mingusunion.com/athletics for
all your registration needs

Attention
Athletes

What an exciting year our Marauder Athletes have had!
 We’d like to take a moment to express our gratitude to all of our

amazing student athletes for always giving their best, their 
wonderful families for supporting them, our community for 

coming out to cheer them on and most importantly to the fantastic
coaches who give their time and knowledge to these students to 
help shape them into well rounded young people with a passion! 

We look forward to next year when we can do it all again!

https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
http://www.mingusunion.com/athletics
http://www.mingusunion.com/athletics
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Baseball
1st Team All Region ~  Xzayvier Buckner

2  Team All Region ~  Carter Wackernd

Region Defensive Player of the YEAR
 Xzayvier Buckner

Honorable Mentions
Derek Alvarez
Zaiden Ballesteros

Baseball
1st Team All Region ~  Xzayvier Buckner

2  Team All Region ~  Carter Wackernd

Region Defensive Player of the YEAR
 Xzayvier Buckner

Honorable Mentions
Derek Alvarez
Zaiden Ballesteros

Softball
1  Team - All Region ~ Elora Bakhausst

2  Team - All Region nd

Madison Lusebrink
Julia Meyer

Honorable Mentions 
Ali Hernandez

Softball
1  Team - All Region ~ Elora Bakhausst

2  Team - All Region nd

Madison Lusebrink
Julia Meyer

Honorable Mentions 
Ali Hernandez

4A ALL REGION AWARDS4A ALL REGION AWARDS4A ALL REGION AWARDS
for MUHS Spring Sportsfor MUHS Spring Sportsfor MUHS Spring Sports

Tennis
Congratulations boys and girls tennis for STATE qualification:

Adam Larson - boys singles
Dani Khin - girls singles
Lana Booth and Nera Benavides - girls doubles

Tennis
Congratulations boys and girls tennis for STATE qualification:

Adam Larson - boys singles
Dani Khin - girls singles
Lana Booth and Nera Benavides - girls doubles

https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
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https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
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2025STATE
COMPETITION

QUALIFIERS

Elijah Odell-Wall
high jump (4  Place)th

Cambri Goff
100 meter hurdles

triple jump

Mica Altringer
3200 meter
1600 meter

Jaylynn Briseno
long jump

triple jump

Witten Armstrong 
pole vault (3  Place)rd

(qualified for the State Open
Championship in Pole Vault and

ended up 11th overall with a
jump of 14’-7”)

 110 meter high hurdles
300 meter hurdles

Javan Sutter
400 meter

Ryan Hoggard 
shot put

discus

Karstyn Richardson
 400 meter

Quinn Wright
pole vault

Maddie Babcock
400 meter

Cera Hoggard
discus (3  Place)rd

shot put

Anslie Bliss
high jump

Thank you to ourMUHS Student Councilfor making the StateSendoff special withyour thoughtful signs!Go Big Red!!!

https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar


Marauder Artists SpotlightMarauder Artists Spotlight

Scan theScan the
QR codeQR code
or clickor click
here tohere to

view highview high
resolutionresolution

digitaldigital
copiescopies

of artworkof artwork
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2025 Congressional Art Show
This is a competitive art competition where students from our Congressional District are vying

for tens of thousands of dollars to in-state universities. This competition is open to all students, at 
all levels. Students submit entries to their Representative's office and panels of local artists in each 
district select the winning entries. The winners are recognized both in their district and at a National

Awards Ceremony.  In true Marauder fashion, our student's submitted nearly half of the 63 total
submissions for this competition, along with schools from all around AZ Congressional District #2. 

First Place : Nicholas Osborn, "Looking Forward", Chalk on Paper. 
Prize: $36,000 Scholarship to NAU, All expense paid trip for 2 to Washington DC to attend the Awards Ceremony.

Second Place: Asher Mcfarland, "A Day in the Life of a Fridge", Acrylic on Canvas. 
Prize: Declined the Scholarship prize due to being awarded the Dorrance Scholarship.

Mingus submitted artwork from all levels of our curriculum. You can see the creativity, outstanding quality of work
and depth of ideas coming through our students' work.  None of this would be possible without the dedication and

hard work of our Visual Arts Teachers, Beth Detwiler, Oouida Dorr, Ashley Lomeli and Jason Teague.
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                   The Interact Club of Mingus Union High School
stepped up this year in many inspiring ways and
consistently put service at the heart of their actions all
year long! Led by faculty advisor Mrs. Ventura and
student president Brooklyn Colvin (Class of 2025), the
club has been a driving force behind several impactful
projects this school year.

                   The Interact Club of Mingus Union High School
stepped up this year in many inspiring ways and
consistently put service at the heart of their actions all
year long! Led by faculty advisor Mrs. Ventura and
student president Brooklyn Colvin (Class of 2025), the
club has been a driving force behind several impactful
projects this school year.

Project Prom and Homecoming Closet was open for the fourth consecutive year and
provided free formalwear and accessories for teens in our area
Fundraisers to support Rotary-sponsored causes, including End Polio Now, Crutches 4
Africa and The Schistosomiasis Project collectively raised over $950.
Students organized and ran a coin drive to support the American Red Cross Emergency
Relief Fun, raising over $1,380 in the month of February.
We collected over 1,300 food items during our Fall Food Drive
Students planned and implemented an educational art installation for the Red Sand
Project in honor of Human Trafficking Awareness Month
Selected, wrapped, and delivered over $500 worth of Christmas gifts for residents of
The Haven of Cottonwood
11 students were able to attend RYLA, a four-day leadership camp over Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day weekend, sponsored by Rotary.
Over 40 members were officially inducted into the club and 27 are graduating this year.
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Fal l  Semester 2025-2026
Course Information

All  VACTE Courses: Monday – Thursday
AM Section: 7:00 am – 9:35 am
Pm Section: 1 :25 pm – 3:50 pm

All  VACTE courses start on
Wednesday August 6th,
2025 at the fol lowing

locations:

Construction AM & PM Classes:
3405 E. State Rte. 89A Bldg. B in
Cottonwood in Classroom 2
Law Enforcement AM Class: 3405
E. State Rte. 89A Bldg. B in
Cottonwood in Classroom 1B
Teacher Training AM Class: 3405 E.
State Rte. 89A Bldg. B in
Cottonwood in Classroom 1A
CNA AM & PM Classes: 269 S.
Candy Ln. in Cottonwood in CNA
Building by Church
Fire Science AM Class: 1350 W.
Mingus Ave. in Cottonwood in
Verde Val ley Fire Training Faci l ity
Cosmetology AM & PM Classes: 418
N. 15th St. in Cottonwood

YC Concurrent Courses start
on August 6th at the 

fol lowing locations:

Phlebotomy AM & PM Classes:
3405 E. State Rte. 89A Bldg. B in
Cottonwood VACTE Off ice.
HVAC PM. 1 :30 to 3:45 Tuesday
through Thursday with some
online: 3405 E. State Rte. 89A
Bldg. B in Cottonwood VACTE
Off ice.

OPEN HOUSE NIGHTS
AUGUST 4TH

5PM – CONSTRUCTION I & II AM & PM @ VACTE
OFFICE

5PM – TEACHER TRAINING I & II @ VACTE OFFICE
5PM – LAW ENFORCEMENT I & II @ VACTE OFFICE

5:30PM – FIRE SCIENCE AM @ FIRE SCIENCE
TRAINING FACILITY

6PM – COSMETOLOGY @ VACTE SALON

AUGUST 5TH
5:30PM – CNA & PHLEBOTOMY AM & PM @ VACTE OFFICE

5:30PM – HVAC @ VACTE OFFICE
5:30PM – 13TH YEAR @ VACTE OFFICE

 VACTE is hosting an upcoming fundraiser and would love
the Verde Valley Communities to come and support:

Redneck Roundup Demolition Derby & Motorcycle Barrel Race 
on August 24th at 6pm at Camp Verde Equestrian Center. 

Please go to vacte.com to purchase tickets.

 VACTE is hosting an upcoming fundraiser and would love
the Verde Valley Communities to come and support:

Redneck Roundup Demolition Derby & Motorcycle Barrel Race 
on August 24th at 6pm at Camp Verde Equestrian Center. 

Please go to vacte.com to purchase tickets.

 

VACTE is a Career and Technical Education District (CTED)
who partners with local high schools and the local community

college to enhance and support career and technical education
(CTE) opportunities. This partnership enables us to provide a

pathway for students to earn industry certification and college
credits, as well as experience career based learning, hands-on-

instruction, and leadership development.
 

At VACTE, we envision a future where our students attain 
the skills to build professional careers that will last a lifetime.

Our vision is “Skills for Today, Careers for a Lifetime”.
 

We see tremendous potential in changing the educational 
climate today. Through career and technical education, we
enable students to leverage the forces of change to create

meaningful work, prepare for 21st century careers, and 
connect with the future.

 

VACTE offers the following programs: Construction, HVAC,
Phlebotomy, Certified Nursing Assistant, Fire Science, 
Law Enforcement, Teacher Training,  and Cosmetology. 
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Our vision is “Skills for Today, Careers for a Lifetime”.
 

We see tremendous potential in changing the educational 
climate today. Through career and technical education, we
enable students to leverage the forces of change to create

meaningful work, prepare for 21st century careers, and 
connect with the future.

 

VACTE offers the following programs: Construction, HVAC,
Phlebotomy, Certified Nursing Assistant, Fire Science, 
Law Enforcement, Teacher Training,  and Cosmetology. 
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http://vacte.com/
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School may be out for the summer, 
but activities/athletics continue . . .

Check out the attached summer camps &
schedules our teams have coming up

 

Mingus Youth Football Camp
City of Cottonwood: Youth Basketball Camp
Mingus Volleyball Youth Camp
Cheer Mini Marauder Camp
Mingus Spiritline Pre-season
Mingus Tennis Camp
ATORT Youth Summer Camp

https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
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There wil l  also 
be many summer

athletics practices or
workouts avai lable! 
Famil ies wi l l  need 
to check out the

ATHLETIC CALENDAR 
for Summer info per

sport on the 
MUHS athletics page

on our website

https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
https://www.mingusunion.com/Athletics_Calendar
https://www.mingusunion.com/Athletics_Calendar


 
PAGE 14

  MINGUS MATTERSMINGUS MATTERS

To view all of these
flyers in full size

scan the QR code

https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
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Community Events & ResourcesCommunity Events & Resources

There's no doubt that our Verde Val ley community knows 
how to come together to support those who l ive here! 
This page wil l  l ist some of those amazing Community 

Resources and let you know some of the events 
and happenings they have planned this month.

 

Cottonwood Summer Cinema Series - June thru August 2025
Join us for free dive-in movies at the outdoor pool of the

Cottonwood Aquatics Center. Refreshments will be available
for purchase. Gates open at 7:45 p.m. and admission is free!

Cottonwood Summer Cinema Series - June thru August 2025
Join us for free dive-in movies at the outdoor pool of the

Cottonwood Aquatics Center. Refreshments will be available
for purchase. Gates open at 7:45 p.m. and admission is free!

https://www.facebook.com/mingusunion/
https://www.mingusunion.com/Home
https://www.mingusunion.com/Community_Calendar
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Fantastic Family
Fourth of July

Join us for the Annual
Fantastic Family Fourth of

July celebration at the
Cottonwood Kid’s Park on
July 4th from 4-9:30 p.m.
This family event has free

food (hot dogs, chips,
watermelon), games,

vendors, patriotic salutes,
and the best pyrotechnic

show in Northern Arizona!
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