USING YOUR
ACT SCORE
REPORT
AS A TOOL TO

SHAPE YOUR
FUTURE




ACT

After taking the ACT test, your biggest
question is likely “how did | do?” The
ACT® test student score report will
answer that question, but it is also a
powerful tool that can help you with
questions like:

- Am | ready for college?

- Will | get into the college | want?
- Do | quality for scholarships?

- Should|ltakethe ACT®testagain?
- How can | improve my score?

- What majors fit me best?

- What career should | consider?

This guide will tell you how to use
your score report to answer these
questionsandbecome more prepared
and confident for the next steps in
your life.
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YOUR ACT SCORES
When to expect them

Your ACT score report will be available
online 2to 8 weeks after each national
or international test date. If you took
the writing test, your score report will
be ready within 5 to 8 weeks after the
test date.

Why does it take so long? More than
2 million students took the ACT last
year. Simply put, that’s a lot of tests to
score — and accurate score reporting
IS first and foremost our concern.

‘ ACT TEST DATE

‘ 2 WEEKS: Scores without writing sent

‘ 5 WEEKS: Scores with writing sent

' 8 WEEKS: All scores finished being sent




ACT

SENDING YOUR SCORES
How to send them

When you register
to take the ACT test,
you can select up to
four colleges and/or
scholarship  agencies
to receive your scores.
There’s a common myth
that it's better to wait
and see your scores
before sending them.
It's actually OK to send
your scores before you
receive them.

Not only is choosing four colleges or agencies free during
registration, but colleges will only look at your highest ACT
score. If you don’t like your score and decide to take the
test again, the higher score will be the score used in the
admissions process.

Many people decide they want to send their scores to more
than four schools. If you'd like to do this, you can request,
online or via phone, to deliver your scores to more colleges
or scholarship agencies at: www.act.org/the-act/scores
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ACT

MORE COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY
How to get recruited by more colleges

Students often spend quite a bit of time researching colleges
to find the right one for their individual needs. It's also true
that colleges work very hard to recruit students who may be
a good fit for their program(s). But what if there’s a college
that would be a great fit for you and you are not aware of it?
ACT provides a way for colleges and scholarship agencies
to reach out to you, called the ACT Educational Opportunity
Service, but this is an option you must select if you'd like to
participate.

There are two ways to enroll in EOS.
1. When you register for the ACT, there will be an option to
enroll in the ACT Educational Opportunity Service (EOS).
2.0r you can opt-in using our free online resource,
ACT Profile.

Be Discovered

ACT offers a service which allows you to learn about educational, scholarship, career,
check the box below.

By checking the box, you agree to be contacted by ACT and third party organizations,
universities, financial aid and scholarship agencies, and organizations that offer educa
about you that would be provided.

Once participating in this service, you can opt out at any time by unchecking this box c

| would like to receive information about educational and financial aid opportunities
agencies, and organizations that offer educational programs.

When you opt-in to EOS, it allows more colleges and
scholarship agencies the opportunity to recruit you and
possibly reward you.
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COLLEGE READINESS

ACT

Why it’s important for you

The ACTisacollegereadiness assessment. That meansitwas
designed to predict an individual’s performance in college.

To understand how 'peram 19 13 19
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college readiness |.
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Your ELA (English Language Arts) score represents your overall
performance on the English, reading, and writing tests.

scores that indicate
college readiness in that subject.

When you receive your scores, the first
thing you’ll see is this box.

The purple lines you see within most
of the boxes are the college readiness
benchmarks.

If your score is at or above the benchmark,
then you have a high chance of passing
an entry-level course in the same subject
in college. If you don't meet some of the
benchmarks, these are the subject areas
to focus your preparation if you decide to
take the test again (see page 10: Retesting,
IS it worth it?).
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ACT

GETTING INTO COLLEGE
Giving yourself the best chance

Colleges will generally look at your ACT composite score
when making admission decisions.

Your ACT Composite scoreisanaverage
of all the subject area scores, rounded

up to the nearest whole number. You 2 1

can find your ACT Composite score in
the top left of your score report. COMPOSITE

Most college websites will have information about what their
incoming classes commonly score on the ACI. You can
compareyourcomposite scoretoyourdesired college’srange
of accepted scores to see how you stack up against students
they accept.

There are a lot of factors that go into admission decisions, like
your GPA, extracurricular activities, and references, on top of
your ACT test scores. But scoring at or above the average
ACT score for that college gives you a good chance of being
accepted. It also may present more scholarship opportunities
for high achieving students.

If you need to raise your Composite score to help get into
the college you want, focus on your weakest subject areas,
prepare, and try again.
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SCHOLARSHIPS:
A single point on the ACT
can make the difference

Many scholarships require a minimum ACT
score in order to quality for consideration.
Your ACT composite score is generally
the score that is considered. Whether the
scholarship comes from an agency or your
desired college, a single point might make
a big financial difference.

For example, at Indiana University, the
difference between a 30 and a 31 on the
ACT is either a $5,000 or $11,000
scholarship, respectively'. Or, take The
University of lowa, where students with
a GPA of 3.85 and an ACT score of 30
are eligible for $34,000 in scholarships
compared to $74,000 for students with an
ACT score of 32°. There have also been
cases where students have received full
tuition after raising their score by just
one point.

Research your desired colleges and find
out what scholarships can apply to you.
You may be only a point or two away from
achieving extra support that could get you
through college with less, or even no, debt
and more financial freedom.
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'How a 1 Point Increase on the ACT Can Equal $24,000—
’Scholarships for First-Year Students—University of lowa




RETESTING
Is it worth it?

We advise taking the ACT for
the first time the fall of your
junior year, then testing again
later, with more
schooling and a
bit of prep under
your Dbelt. That
way you can use
your first score
as a benchmark,
identify areas for
Improvement,
and then work
on those areas
until  you are
college ready or continue to
strengthen your knowledge.

Why do we suggest this?
Taking the test more than
once lets you see vyour
Improvement over time and
identifies if you're on the
path to college readiness.
Also, you learn a lot as you

17
INCREASE
THEIR

SCORE BY
RETESTING will  achieve a

ACT

progress further through
your high school career.
So, if you took the ACT for
the first time
your junior year,
your academic

knowledge  will
haveincreasedby
your senior year.
Since the ACT
IS an academic
achievement test,
chances are you

higher score.

The numbers speak for
themselves. Of the students
who took the ACT last year,
nearly half retook it and 57%
INCREASED THEIR SCORE.
Also we know that the earlier
you start taking the ACT, the
higher,onaverage,yourscore
will be later on.
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ACT

IMPROVING YOUR SCORE
Knowing what to study

What steps can you take to improve your ACT score? Your
ACT score report can help answer this question.

Look at the bottom left side of your score report and you will
see a section labeled “Detailed Results™:

DEEaLIEH REBHHE. oo i e i i e e e S S R R e R T
MATH 19 ACT Readiness Range ENGLISH 24 ACT Readiness Range
Preparing for Higher Math  220f35  63% e '@  Production of Writing Bof23  T0% I @
» Number & Quantity s 100% MENEEEEEEEms @  Knowledge of Language  sof1z  67% I @
» Algebra sofs  63% NN Conventions of 0ofd0  73% I ' (v
+ Functions sots  75% '@ Standard English
« Geometry sors 50% MMM ' READING 29
+ Statistics & Probability ~ zors  33% M ' Key Ideas & Details s '
Integrating Essential Skills 110r25 44% RN ' | Craft & Structure sor11 55% NI
Modeling 9of22  41% [N Integration of 3ofs  60% N &
Knowledge & Ideas
SCIENCE 18 ,
. i Understanding Complex Texts T |
Interpretation of Data gof16  56% N Below  Proficient  Above
Scientific Investigation 2ofi0 70% _ ' o Understanding Complex Texts: This indicator lets you know if you are understanding the
. . central meaning of complex texts at a level that is needed to succeed in college courses
__Evaluation of sor1a 36% NN with higher reading demand.

You will see the tested subject areas and the scores you
achieved in those areas. Below the subject areas, you will
find the breakdown of what information you were tested on
and how well you did in each subcategory.

If you fall within the ACT Readiness Range within a specific
subcategory, you’re ready for college level coursework in that
category.
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ACT

IMPROVING YOUR SCORE
Knowing what to study

SCIENCE 18
Interpretation of Data 9of16 5H6% NN
Scientific Investigation 7of10  10% N &

*

Using the initial subject areas, find your scores that are below
the benchmark or that are lower than the rest and then review
the breakdown. You may be looking at your math score and
find that you were in the readiness range with algebra but
not geometry. To improve your score, you might consider
Improving your geometry skills before taking the ACT again.

Remember, every point matters. Pinpointing specific areas
of improvement and diligently focusing on them can boost
your knowledge of that subject—and as a result—your
score. A small improvement may be the difference between
getting into college or thousands of dollars in scholarships
(see Scholarships: A single point on the ACT can make
the difference).

ACT has a variety of ways to help boost your score and help
you get into your dream college or win that amazing
scholarship. Whether it be through questions of the day, test
prep guides, or online instruction, ACT wants you to become
confident and prepared for the next step in your life.

Check out act.org/testprep to see all the tools that can
help you.
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ACT

CHOOSING A MAJOR
Have you considered your
own interests

How do you know if the major you're thinking about is the right one?
This is a big question, but part of the answer lies in whether or not
your interests align with that
major. As you registered for | nterest-Major Fit

the ACT, youtookaninterest | poyourinterests it the college major you plan to enter? Based on information you
inventory. The analysis of | """ Penioener Accouning

this inventory is displayed — o
On your score report.

On your score report, toward the bottom right side, you will see an
interest-major fit section.

While filling out your interest inventory, you provided an ‘expected
major.” This graph tells you how well your interests match with other
students who declared the same major.

Students whose interests match up with their major are more likely
to enjoy that major and graduate. That’s why it's important to think
about how your major and interests line up. If you are shaded in
the high quadrant, this level of alignment might support continuing
with the expected major you listed. If you find yourself shaded in
the low or medium quadrant on your score report, this indicates a
lesser alignment between your interests and the expected major
you chose during registration for the ACT test.

ACT Profile is an online resource that exposes you to different
majors that fit your interests. It also allows you to explore colleges
that offer that major and helps you figure out the cost for college.
Go to act.org/actprofile to sign up for this FREE tool.
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ACT

CAREERS
Which one to consider

During your interest inventory, you selected different kinds
of basic work tasks you preferred. On your score report, in
the college and career planning section, you will see a list
of five potential occupations that involve the type of work
you preferred.

| You can usethissection
Accord.lng to yqur regults, Working .
you enjoy working it bata to explore potential
of ooupations Imvolvng R 2 careersthatbestfityour
this kind of work: Wisking f§ R working | -
with © win | INterests. Peoplewhose
- Buyer Eeople 9 ; Things . . o
ol e interests fit their career
« Financial Manager Nk . .
« Training/Education Manager Wﬁggng eX p erience h | g h er
» Travel Guide Ideas .
job performance and

greaterjob satisfaction.

Use this section of the score report to explore the careers
presented. Could you see yourself doing something like this?
If it fits your interests, you might experience a more fulfilling
career and in the end, a happier life.
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ACT

USING
YOUR SCORE REPORT

Think of your score report as more than just a score. Think of
it as a tool, a map for tracking your readiness for college and
how your interests match up with your career options. Use
it to help plan and inform what might come next. For more

information about your scores and what they mean, go to
actstudent.org/myscores
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